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Culture of Poverty in 
Health Care...

Toni L. Johnson, MD is a graduate of the University of Michigan 
Medical School. She completed residency training in psychiatry at 
Cleveland Clinic where she was also Chief Resident. After serving for 12 
years on the faculty of Case Western Reserve University (MetroHealth 
Medical Center), she joined Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina 
University in 2013 where she is the Residency Program Director in the 
Department of Psychiatric Medicine.

Dr. Johnson has nearly 20 years of clinical expertise in the psychiatric 
care for minority and economically disadvantaged patients from 

both urban and rural environments. Initially designed to improve mental health 
care in these underserved communities, Dr. Johnson developed innovative 
projects for trainees which address the culture of poverty and its impact on 
the patient-clinician encounter. Trainees across multiple specialties have since 
participated in this education and have found it to be a very valuable component 

to their professional development

Learning ObJeCTives & gOaLs:
• To increase knowledge about poverty in the United States
• To increase understanding of generational verses situational poverty
• To address stereotypes related to persons living in poverty
• To promote self-awareness related to our own about personal  
   experiences of socioeconomic class

Morehouse School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to sponsor continuing medical education for physicians. 
The Morehouse School of Medicine designates this live activity for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1 credit(s) ™. Physicians should claim only credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 
Morehouse School of Medicine (MSM) requires instructors, planners, managers and other individuals who are in a position to control the content of this activity to disclose any real or apparent conflict of interest they may have as related to the content of this activity.  All identified conflicts of interest are thoroughly vetted by MSM for fair balance, scientific objectivity of studies 
mentioned in the materials or used as the basis for content, and appropriateness of patient care recommendations. The Morehouse School of Medicine designates this live activity for a maximum of 1 AMA PRA Category 1 credit(s)


