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A fter 16 years of exemplary leadership as chair of the Department of Surgery in the University of Alabama at Birmingham’s School of 

Medicine, Kirby I. Bland, M.D. stepped down as chair in October 2015.  Dr. Bland is Professor in the UAB Department of Surgery and 

now has terminated patient care, but has continued to conduct translational research, and to educate the next generation of surgeons and 

mentor young faculty.  In April 2016, he was named Chairman Emeritus and Distinguished Faculty Scholar by The Board of Trustees of The 

University of Alabama to honor his leadership in shepherding the Department of Surgery to outstanding achievements in patient care, research, 

and education.  
 

An Alabama native, Dr. Bland received his undergraduate degree from Auburn University in 1964. In 1968, he obtained his medical degree from 

The University of Alabama School of Medicine, and began his internship and residency in General Surgery at the University of Florida before 

entering the U.S. Army as a Major. After his tour of duty, he completed residency and fellowship training in surgical oncology at M.D. Anderson 

Cancer Center. Dr. Bland served on the faculties at the University of Louisville and in 1983 was appointed the Professor and Associate Chair for 

the Department of Surgery at the University of Florida where he practiced and taught Surgery for 10 years. In 1991, while at University of Florida, 

he was deployed as a naval officer for active duty U.S. Navy with Desert Storm, stationed in Baharain, where he served as Chief of Surgery as a 

Lt. Colonel in U.S. Naval Medical Corps. He left the military with the rank of Captain, USNMC. In 1993, he accepted the J. Murray Beardsley 

Professor and Chair and Surgeon-in-Chief at Brown University. In 1999, UAB named him as Chair of the Department of Surgery, Fay Fletcher 

Kerner Professor and as the Surgeon-in-Chief at UAB Hospitals and The Kirklin Clinic, continuing in this role until October 2015.  During his 

tenure as Chair of the Department, he served as Director of the Division of General Surgery training program from 1999 to 2004, and Deputy 

Director of the UAB Comprehensive Cancer Center from 2000 to 2009.  Dr. Bland presently serves as senior advisor to the Director of the UAB 

Comprehensive Cancer Center and, Senior Scientist in the UAB School of Medicine. During his tenure as Chair, the Department of Surgery under 

his leadership the  number of faculty increased from 78 to 166; increased annual research funding for the Department to over $16 million; 

increased the National Institutes of Health research funding to $10.8 million; the Department consistently ranked in the top ten of NIH funding 

for Departments of Surgery; and increased the surgical faculty and various clinical services at UAB Hospital. Dr. Bland recruited and trained 

multiple General Surgery and specialty residents, as well as, many faculty who are national leaders in their respective surgical specialty. Also, the 

Department ranked in the top 10 of National Institutes of Health-supported surgery departments and was the only department of surgery to have 

three Specialized Project of Research Excellence (SPORE) grants: in Breast, (Bland as PI) Brain and Pancreatic Cancer. 
 

Dr. Bland is active in many professional surgical organizations, serving as president for six national societies including the Association of 

Academic Surgery (1987-1998), the Society of Surgical Oncology (1996-1997), the Society of Surgical Chairs (2001-2002 ), the Southern Surgical 

Association (2005-2006), the Southeastern Surgical Congress (2007-2008), and most recently, the American Surgical Association (2010-2011). He 

also served as the First Vice- President of the American College of Surgeons (2009-2010), and is a Senior Director of both of the American Board of 

Surgery and the American Board of Colon and Rectal Surgery. Dr. Bland was a member (1998-2005) and Chair (2003-2005) of the Residency 

Review Committee (RRC) in Surgery. He is the author or co-author of over 600 scientific journal publications and has been editor or co-editor in 

the publication of over 45 surgical textbooks. In 2013, The American College of Surgeons awarded him the Owen Wangensteen Award with 

dedication of the 64th Surgical Forum Edition for contribution to resident and student research and education advocacy. Currently, he serves on 

the editorial boards of 15 peer-reviewed scientific journals, including The American Journal of Surgery, of which he has been Editor-In-Chief since 

2005. He was also chosen by his peers at UAB to deliver the 2014 Distinguished Faculty Lecture, the highest honor bestowed by UAB on a faculty 

member and in 2016 he delivered the esteemed Constance S. and James A. Pittman Lecture.  In 2016, he was awarded the highest presidential 

honor at UAB, receiving the 2016 President’s Medal from Dr. Ray L. Watts. Dr. Bland has provided leadership for the department in extraordinary 

ways and led the department, with essential focus upon teaching and Departmental expansion in the late 1990s, and into the 21st century leading 

to a nationally and internationally recognized group of clinical surgeons focused on research, education, and improvement of patient outcomes 

that continue with the UAB department today. 
 

Dr. Bland was recognized by numerous clinical publications as one of the Best Doctors in America for consecutive years; and in special 

recognition of his outstanding achievements was recognized by Who’s Who in Outstanding Executives and Professionals in 1997.  He was the 

recipient of the Society of Surgical Oncology Heritage Award in 2011 for his contributions to surgical oncology including The Society’s James 

Ewing Award in 1999. He received the honorary Distinguished Alumnus Award from MD Anderson Cancer Center (1994), UAB School of 

Medicine (1998), Auburn University Lifetime Achievement Award (2012), Leadership Award of the Society of Black Academic Surgeons, (2013); 

the BA degree (ad eundem) 1994, while Chair at Brown University; and the Lester R. Dragstedt, Physician-Scientist Award on two occasions at the 

University of Florida. Dr. Bland’s career as a surgical leader, mentor, renowned clinician-scientist, visionary physician is known for novel 

therapies in breast, and additional solid organ cancers. He has made many significant contributions to the discipline of surgery and to the UAB 

medical educational community that have immeasurably added to the quality of life in the state of Alabama, as well as nationally. Dr. Bland’s 

distinguished career has left an indelible impact on the School of Medicine at UAB which has recently created The Kirby I. Bland M.D. Endowed 

Chair of Surgery (2016) in his honor to expand upon his legacy of excellence in research, medical education, and patient care in surgery.  
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28TH ANNUAL  

AUBRE DE LAMBERT MAYNARD 

LECTURESHIP 
 

SYMPOSIUM:  “HEALTHCARE DISPARITIES ASSOCIATED  WITH 

TRIPLE NEGATIVE BREAST CANCER “ 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 2018 
 

 
7:00 AM  Registration and Continental Breakfast 

  Grady Memorial Hospital,  Marcus Trauma Auditorium  

  80 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive, Atlanta, GA 
  

7:30 AM  Welcome and Introduction of Panelists 

  Joel Okoli, MD, MPH, FACS, Professor of Surgery, Surgical Oncology  

  Morehouse School of Medicine 
 

7:35 AM  Healthcare Disparities in Breast Cancer Diagnosis due  

  to Triple Negative Disease among African Americans 

  Moungar Cooper, MD, Chief Resident, Morehouse School of Medicine 
 

7:45 AM  Healthcare Disparities Associated with Current Treatment of  

  Triple Negative Breast Cancer  

                              Carolyn Moore, MD, Chief Resident, Morehouse School of Medicine 
 

7:55 AM  Current Research and Future Directions in the Management  of 

  Triple Negative Breast Cancer 

                             Veena Rao, PhD, Professor & Co-Director, Cancer Biology Program,  

  OBGYN, Georgia Cancer Coalition Distinguished Cancer Scholar  

  Morehouse School of Medicine 
   

8:05 AM  Panel Discussion: Question & Answer Session -  Panelists 
    

8:15 AM   Close - Joel Okoli, MD, MPH, FACS 

      

8:20 AM  Break 
 

8:25 AM  Welcome and Occasion  

  Ed W. Childs, Professor and Chairman, Department of Surgery  

  Morehouse School of Medicine 
 
 

  Introduction of Maynard Lecturer 

  Omar K. Danner, Associate Professor, Chief of Surgery, Department of Surgery 

  Morehouse School of Medicine 
                 
8:30 AM  The History and Evolution in the Management of Breast Cancer 

  Kirby I. Bland, MD, FACS, Professor, Surgical Oncology, Chair Emeritus  

  Department of Surgery, Distinguished Faculty Scholar School of Medicine,  

  University Hospital / The Kirklin Clinic Senior Advisor to the Director, UAB  

  Comprehensive Cancer Center, University of Alabama at Birmingham 
   

9:30 AM  Break 
 

9:35 AM  The State of Surgery Training in the New Millennium: Future  

  Directions and Trends in Surgical Education  

  Kirby I. Bland, MD, FACS, Professor and Chair Emeritus 
 

10:30 AM Questions & Answers and Closing Remarks 

  Ed W. Childs, Professor and Chairman, Department of Surgery  

  Morehouse School of Medicine 

 

 

 
O B J E C T I V E S :  
M A Y N A R D  L E C T U R E R  
 
After completing this activity 

participants should be better able 

to: 
 

• Review the history of breast 

cancer and provide a historical 

perspective of breast disease 

management. 

• Describe the evidence of breast 

disease progression & recent 

developments in the science of 

breast cancer management. 

• Explain the evolution of the 

classification system for 

molecular and receptor 

phenotyping in the breast 

cancer patient.   

• Discuss seminal clinical trials 

and results for Advanced 

Breast Cancer Therapy with 

enhancement of 10-year 

survival.  

 

A C C R E D I T A T I O N :  
Morehouse School of Medicine is 

accredited by the Accreditation 

Council for Continuing Medical 

Education to sponsor continuing 

medical education for physicians. 

 
C R E D I T S :  
The Morehouse School of Medicine 

designates this live educational 

activity for maximum of 1 hour 

AMA PRA Category 1 credit(s) ™.   

Physicians should only claim 

credit commensurate with the 

extent of their participation in the 

activity. 

 

C R E D I T S :  
Morehouse School of Medicine 

(MSM) requires instructors, 

planners, managers and other 

individual who are in a position to 

control the content of this activity 

to disclose any real or apparent 

conflict of interest they may have 

as related to the content of this 

activity. All identified conflicts of 

interest are thoroughly vetted by 

MSM for fair balance, scientific 

objectivity of studies mentioned in 

the material or used as the basis 

for content, and appropriateness of 

patient care recommendations. 

B I O G R A P H Y  


