
 

 

 

Community Engagement Research Program 

3rd Bi - Annual Community Health Matters Forum 

“Understanding Resilience in Underserved Communities; From Research to Reality” 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 2017  
TIME TOPIC Room 

8:00am–9:00am  Registration and Viewing of Abstracts Atrium 

9:00am -9:10 am Forum Welcome and ACTSI/CERP Background – Tabia Henry Akintobi, PhD, 

MPH, Associate Professor, Associate Dean, Community Engagement Director, 

Prevention Research Center Director, Evaluation and Institutional Assessment, CERP 

Director 

Ballroom 

9:10 am-9:20 am Forum Overview- L. Neicey Johnson, RN, BSN, Esq.–  Chair, Atlanta Clinical 

Translational Science Institute (ACTSI), Community Engagement Research Program 

(CERP) Steering Board, Forum Co-Chair, Executive Director, VSNS, Inc. 

Ballroom 

9:20 am – 9:30 am The Significance of Resilience in Translational Research & Introduction of 

Keynote Speaker-Herman A. Taylor, Jr. MD, MPH, FACC, Endowed Professor and 

Director, Cardiovascular Research Institute, Morehouse School of Medicine, Forum Co-

Chair 

Ballroom 

9:30 am -10:15 am  

 

 

Keynote Speaker - David Satcher, M.D., Ph.D. FAAFP, FACPM, FACP 

10th Assistant Secretary for Health, and the 16th US Surgeon General of the United 

States, Founding Director and Senior Advisor, Satcher Health Leadership Institute 

Ballroom 

10:15 am- 10:30 am STORIES OF RESILIENCE: THE PREVIEW  

10:30 am -11:15 am   

 
Plenary Session 1: Community-Engaged Research Partnerships:  

   Successes, Lessons Learned and Progress in Moving the Needle  

 Carlos A. O. Pavão, MPA, DrPH (c)  

 Abayomi “Yomi” Noibi, PhD, MS 

Moderator: Michelle Kegler, DrPH, MPH, Co-Director ACTSI CERP   

Ballroom 

11:15 am -11:30 am BREAK – Viewing of Posters  

11:30 am – 12:30 am   

  
Plenary Session 2: Understanding Resilience: From Concepts to the Community 

 Elizabeth Corwin, PhD, Emory University, Biological Consequences of 

Chronic Stress: Risk and Protective Factors across the Lifespan 

 Jennifer Elkins, PhD, University of Georgia, Indicators of resilience and health 

outcomes across the lifespan: A trauma informed, gender sensitive & culturally 

responsive lens 

 Martha Kent, PhD, Phoenix VMAC, When Science Does Not Know about 

Your Life, Who Is the Doctor? From the Personal to the Scientific. 

 Robert Meller, PhD, Morehouse School of Medicine, Bringing Advanced 

Medical Care to The Community: Development of A Blood Test for 

Brain Injuries  
Moderator: Darrell Sabbs, Member, CERP Steering Board 

 Ballroom 

12:30 pm-1:30 pm Lunch -  Unveiling of Stories of Resilience Vignettes 

CERP Committee/Steering Board Member Linda Felix 

Ballroom 



 

 

 

Community Engagement Research Program 

3rd Bi - Annual Community Health Matters Forum 

“Understanding Resilience in Underserved Communities; From Research to Reality” 

THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 2017 
 BREAKOUT SESSIONS  

TIME TOPIC Room 

1:30 pm- 2:45 pm The Fundamentals of Evaluation for Community-Academic Partnerships and 

Projects 

 Latrice Rollins, PhD, MSW, Morehouse School of Medicine 

 Eric J. Nehl, PhD, Emory University 

 Tanesha Slocumb, MPH, Morehouse School of Medicine 

Moderator: Neena K. Smith-Banks, Member, CERP Committee/Steering Board  

117 

1:30pm- 2:45 pm Community -Academic Research Partnerships: Successes, Challenges, Lessons 

Learned, and Reflections – Finding a Research Partner 

 Tina Nguyen, MPH  L. Neicey Johnson 

 Makia Powers, MD, MS  David Levine, MD 

 Rhonda Holliday, PhD  LaShawn Hoffman 

Moderators: Gail G. McCray, MA, MCHES, and Rakale Quarells, PhD 

205 A-B 

1:30pm - 2:45 pm Using “Big Data” to Analyze Health Disparities 

 May Wang, PhD Georgia Institute of Technology-Biomedical Big Data Analytics 

for Addressing Health Disparities 

 Alexander Quarshie, MD, MS and William Seffens, PhD, Morehouse School of 

Medicine-Big Data and Health Disparities 

Moderator: Peter Baltrus, PhD, CERP Committee Member 

116 A-B 

2:45pm – 3:00 pm BREAK – Viewing of Posters  

3:00 pm - 4:15 pm  Evaluation: Building the Evidence to Demonstrate Impacts and Outcomes 

 Nicole Llewellyn, PhD, Emory University  

 Latrice Rollins, PhD, MSW, Morehouse School of Medicine 

 Tanesha Slocumb, MPH, Morehouse School of Medicine 

Moderator: Dwight Curry Anderson, Member, CERP Committee/Steering Board   

117 

3:00 pm- 4:15 pm 

 
Community -Academic Research Partnerships: Successes, Challenges, Lessons 

Learned, and Reflections – Finding a Partner 

 Tina Nguyen, MPH  Evonne Perdue 

 Rhonda Holliday, PhD  LaShawn Hoffman 

  Lilly C. Immergluck, MD, MS 

Moderators: Gail G. McCray, MA, MCHES, and Rakale Quarells, PhD  

205 A-B 

3:00 pm - 4:15 pm Using “Big Data” to Analyze Health Disparities 

 May Wang, PhD Georgia Institute of Technology-Biomedical Big Data Analytics 

for Addressing Health Disparities 

 Alexander Quarshie, MD, MS, and William Seffens, PhD, Morehouse School of 

Medicine-Big Data and Health Disparities 

Moderator: Peter Baltrus, PhD, CERP Committee Member 

116 A-B 

4:15 pm – 4:45 pm Plenary Session 3: The Fulton DeKalb Hospital Authority 

Building Community Clinical Bridges to Health Equity  

 Keri Norris, PhD, MPH, MCHES, Chief of Health Policy and Administration, 

Fulton DeKalb Hospital Authority (FDHA) 

Moderator: Kisha Holden, PhD, MSCR, Interim Director, Satcher Health Leadership 

Institute 

206 

4:45 pm – 5:00 pm Day in Review   L. Neicey Johnson, RN, BSN, Esq.  



 

 

 

Community Engagement Research Program 

3rd Bi - Annual Community Health Matters Forum 

“Understanding Resilience in Underserved Communities; From Research to Reality” 

FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2017  

TIME TOPIC Room 

8:30am - 9:00am  Registration  

 

Atrium 

9:00am - 9:45 am Opening Comments and an Introduction to MECA: 

 Herman A. Taylor, Jr. MD, MPH, FACC, Endowed Professor and Director, 

Cardiovascular Research Institute, Morehouse School of Medicine, Forum Co-

Chair 

Ballroom 

9:45 am -10:45 am  Plenary Session 4: Resilience: From Infancy to Geriatrics 

 Ming-Hui Zou, MD, PhD, Georgia State University, How does tobacco keep 

people thin but sick? 

 Linda Grabbe, PhD, Nell Hodgson Woodruff School of Nursing, Emory 

University, and Todd Wilcher, Covenant House-Community Model of Resilience 

Across the Ages  

 Andrea Scarrow, and Courtney Still, PhD, ascarrow@uga.edu, University of 

Georgia, “Using Children as Change Agents for Preventing Childhood Obesity in 

Georgia”.  

 Mary Ann Johnson, PhD, University of Georgia, Resilience in Georgia’s Older 

Adults  

 Jung Sun Lee, PhD, University of Georgia-Evidence-based Research and 

Outreach to Promote Nutritional Health of Vulnerable Georgians 

Moderator: Lynn Bailey, PhD, University of Georgia 

Ballroom 

10:45 am-11:00 am BREAK – Viewing of Posters  

 

11:00 am-12:00 pm 
 

NETWORKING/INTERACTIVE SESSION  

Moderators: Linda Felix, and Jill Hamilton, PhD, CERP Steering Board Members 

Ballroom 

 

12:00 pm-12:15 
 

The Atlanta Resilience Movement -Progress to Date and Next Steps 

Deputy Chief Resilience Officer, Cicely Garrett 

City of Atlanta- Mayor’s Office of Resilience 

 

Ballroom 

12:15 pm-12:30 pm Wrap-up and Next Steps Co-Chairs  

Neicey Johnson, RN, BSN, Esq. and Herman Taylor, MD, MPH, FAACP 
Ballroom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Community Engagement Research Program 

Summary of Forum Breakout Sessions 

Forum participants will have two opportunities to gain skills and knowledge in areas of their choosing.  

Below are brief descriptions of the sessions.   

 

1. The Fundamentals of Evaluation for Community-Academic Partnerships and Projects 

This first session on Evaluation will cover the basics in evaluation for community-academic partnerships and 

projects. Topics will include: the elements of evaluation; a description of Community-Based Participatory 

Approach (CBPA) in evaluation; and detailed examples of CBPA to evaluation. 

2. Community -Academic Research Partnerships: Successes, Challenges, and Reflections – Finding a 

Partner 

For this session, we invite academics and community members to bring potential research ideas. You will hear 

from other faculty members and Community-based organizations (CBOs) who will share their experiences. 

There are unique issues for both community and those in academic institutions as they engage as partners in 

research. Hear about their lessons learned. This is a networking opportunity for potential research partners for 

your project – or to share your research ideas to be matched with an interested partner at some point in the 

future. 

3. Using “Big Data” to Analyze Health Disparities 

 We are in an unprecedented era science and research where the use of “Big data” is becoming increasingly 

important in enabling new directions for biomedical research and healthcare. What is “Big data”? and what role 

can it play in addressing health disparities? In this session, the scientists will bring these critical questions to life 

and engage the audience in a very lively discussion. With research interests in informatics, genomics and 

personalized medicine, diabetes, and hypertension, and physical activity, presenters will introduce participants 

to the concept of “big data” share how “big data” biomedical informatics, analytics and technology can 

potentially help to address health disparities. Bring your questions and concerns about “big data” and research – 

and ask the scientists. 

 4. Evaluation: Building the Evidence to Demonstrate Impacts and Outcomes 

This second session on Evaluation will build on the basics from the first session. During the session, faculty 

will: discuss evaluation planning and design considerations; describe the tools and methods for qualitative and 

quantitative data collection and analysis; and, discuss dissemination and lessons learned.  

 

 


